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Jail for US soldier trying to help IS
Washington: A US soldier 
who pleaded guilty to trying to 
provide information to the 
­Islamic State group to help it 
attack American troops in the 
Middle East has been sen-
tenced to 14 years in prison.

Cole Bridges, 24, pleaded 
guilty in June of last year to 
­attempting to provide material 
support to a designated foreign 
terrorist organisation and 
­attempting to murder US 
­military service members.

The private first class from 
Ohio was sentenced to 14 years 
in prison on Friday and 10 
years of supervised release, the 
Justice Department said. 

According to court docu-
ments, Bridges, who joined the 
army in 2019, went from con-
suming online jihadist propa-
ganda to trying to provide 
information to aid IS, which 
once held swathes of Iraq and 
Syria.

In October 2020, Bridges 

began communicating with an 
FBI employee who was posing 
as an IS supporter, the Justice 
Department said. “During 
these communications, Bridg-
es expressed his frustration 
with the US military and his 
desire to aid IS,” it said.

Bridges provided “training 
and guidance” to purported IS 
fighters, including advice 
about potential targets in New 
York City and “how to attack 
US forces in the Middle East”. 

Animal sculpture sale breaks records
New York: A giant bear, a 
winged rabbit and a rhino 
were among the 70 animal 
works by celebrated sculptor 
Francois-Xavier Lalanne that 
fetched $US59m ($87m) at 
Christie’s in New York.

The menagerie of wild, 
domesticated and imaginary 
beasts was created by 
Lalanne and his late wife, 
Claude, at their workshop 
south of Paris, with the pieces 
sold formerly owned by 

Francois-Xavier’s daughter 
Dorothee Lalanne.

Christie’s said the collection 
brought in $US58.9m, 
surpassing expectations of 
$US16m-$23m.

More than 50 per cent of 
buyers came from the 
Americas, 15 per cent from 
Asia, and 30 per cent from 
Europe, even as the global art 
market has cooled since 2023.

Lalanne’s record-breaking 
works were the patinated 
bronze centaur Tres Grand 
Centaure, which sold for 
$US7.5m, and the 3m-tall 
bear sculpture Tres Grand 
Ours (left), which fetched 
$US6.1m.
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When Sarah Anderson was 
diagnosed with PURA 
syndrome in 2014, she was 
the only child in Australia 
known to have the rare 
genetic disorder.

A decade on and the 16-
year-old is now one of just 26 

children known to have the 
neurodevelopmental 
condition.

On Sunday, they will band 
together to run, jog, wheel or 
walk the Melbourne 
Marathon to raise funds for 
desperately needed research 
into the syndrome.

In just the first year since it 

was founded, the new PURA 
Foundation Australia has 
self-funded two key studies.

Now it is working with the 
Murdoch Children’s Research 
Institute to research speech 
and communication for 
PURA syndrome. 

Sarah’s mum, Mel, said 
recognition of the syndrome 

had come a long way since 
she had to have a US lab 
diagnose her daughter

“When you’re incredibly 
rare, your strength is in coming 
together,” Ms Anderson said. 
“Community is everything 
and we’ve built a community 
that can work together.”

Globally there are just 706 

children diagnosed with the 
syndrome, which can lead to 
developmental delay, 
decreased muscle tone and 
speech difficulties.

“Our kids can be quite 
severe, they’re non-verbal, 
but they’re very happy kids,” 
Ms Anderson said. “There is 
physical disability, 

intellectual disability and 
severe epilepsy … there can 
be very difficult days, but you 
find strength in your 
community. The foundation 
means we can support 
families and help initiate life-
changing research.”
To donate to the team, visit 
purafoundation.au

Finding 
strength in 
community 
Shannon Deery

much of the country’s south 
and east, according to BOM’s 
long-range forecast.

Unusually high minimum 
temperatures are also “very 
likely” across the north and 
east of the country.

The last three non La Nina 
Australian summers recorded 
mean temperatures more than 
1.6C above the long-term aver-
age, making them the hottest 
on record.

The forecast is largely due to 
ongoing high ocean tempera-
tures surrounding Australia. 

The warm seas also threaten 

to boost atmospheric moisture 
levels, increasing the odds to 
favour frequent storm out-
breaks and above average rain.

Bureau of Meteorology sen-
ior meteorologist Angus Hines 
said the forecast of above aver-
age temperatures wasn’t 
“super uncommon” anymore.

“Pretty much the entirety of 
the last decade we’ve had 
­summers that sit somewhere 
above average,” Mr Hines said.

Australians in the country’s 
north and east can brace for 
humid conditions over the 
coming months.

“Perhaps those cooler stints 
of weather compared to sum-
mers gone by might be a bit 
briefer or more mild,” Mr 
Hines said.

He added more frequent hot 
days, or hotter days in general 
were on the cards throughout 
spring, however the summer 
forecast is set to be released 
late next month.

It comes as states have been 
warned to remain “vigilant” 
this spring following the Aust-
ralasian Fire and Emergency 
Services Authorities Council’s 
annual conference, with parts 

of Victoria bracing for an 
­increased risk of fire.

Areas of Victoria’s far west 
and southwest are most at risk 
as warm temperatures con-
tinue into spring, including 
Wimmera and the ­Grampians.

“Dry vegetation in these 
areas will be highly flammable 
which will make it easier for 
fires to start and spread,” Mr 

Hotter, wetter than ever
Nugent said. “Other areas with 
drier ­forests, woodlands and 
grasslands could also see an 
earlier start to the bushfire sea-
son of Victoria.”

South Australia could also 
experience increased bushfire 
risk following a dry winter, 
with areas of most concern in-
cluding the lower southeast 
and areas along the Victoria 
border.

The Northern Territory has 
been issued a similar warning, 
in particular around the Alice 
Springs, Barkly and Savannah 
regions.

Similar to Queensland, the 
NT is already experiencing a 
fire danger period.
Weather, Page 76

Clareese Packer Bureau’s summer weather warning Aussies have been warned to 
brace for one of the hottest 
summers on record, which 
threatens to also bring storm 
outbreaks and above average 
rain.

There is an 80 per cent 
chance of above average 
­maximum temperatures across 
the country according to the 
Bureau of Meteorology’s 
chance of above median 
­maximum temperature report 
for November to January.

Warmer than average days 
and nights are likely on the 
way between November and 
January, while above average 
rainfall is also on the cards for 
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